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A scene from the centre of Oulu northwards. The Linnanmaa site can 
be seen at the top of the picture. 


The city of Oulu, with a population of about 90 000, 
is situated at the northern end of the Gulf of Bothnia,: 
about 150 kilometres south of the Arctic Circle. It is 
the major educational, administrative and economic 
centre in northern Finland. 


The University of Oulu was established in 1958. In 
addition to its general aims, the University attempts 
to meet the special needs of northern Finland as regards 
both education and research. Its range of disciplines 
covers the humanities, education, the physical and natural 
sciences, technology and medicine. 


The University of Oulu is a state university, as laid 
down in the general parliamentary Law governing the 
University, and in the specific Statutes approved by the 
President of the Republic. Major decisions inside the 
University are made by the Consistory, composed of all 
the full professors of the University. General administration 
is dealt with by the Rector, an administrative director 
and the administrative board consisting of the Rector 
and Vice-Rector, the Deans and Vice-Deans of the 
faculties, the director of the Northern Finland Research 
Institute and the administrative director. Other teachers, 
staff and students are represented in a consultative 
capacity throughout the administrative bodies of the 
University. A revision of the Law and Statutes for the 
University has been under consideration for some time, 
partly in order to legalize this participation principle. 
There are no representatives from outside the University 
on the administrative bodies, except on the board of 
the Northern Finland Research Institute. 
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The first phases of building at the Linnanmaa site. 
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The University has five Faculties: 
Faculty of Humanities 
— Modern Languages, Literature, History, 
Economics 


Faculty of Education 
— the Department of Behavioural Sciences 
and the Department of Teacher Education 
in Oulu and Kajaani 


Faculty of Sciences 
— Physical and Natural Sciences 


Faculty of Technology 
— the Departments of Architecture, Mech- 
anical, Electrical, Civil and Process 
Engineering 
Faculty of Medicine 
— Medicine and Dentistry 


The Northern Finland Research Institute has been working 
in conjuction with the University since its foundation 
in 1973. Its research work covers many fields, with 
particular focus on the regional economy and _ studies 
connected with this. 


Oulu University Library comprises the main library and 
several specialized departmental libraries. These possess 
altogether some 800000 volumes (as of 1981). The 
lending of textbooks is mainly concentrated in the main 
library. Its facilities are also available to research workers 
and students from outside the University. 


The Institute of Data Processing is responsible for 
academic instruction in data processing and for servicing 
the research work done at the University. It also assists 
in practical tasks requiring data processing. 


The University also has an Institute of Electron Optics, 
a language centre, an astronomic observatory, a satellite 
station, a cosmic ray station, two biological research 
stations and two seismographic stations. 


The University site at Kontinkangas with the University Central Hospital 
and the buildings of the Faculty of Medicine. 


Numbers of students 
and personnel 


The University has 7000 students, 94 full professors 
and about 550 other full-time teachers (as of 1981). 
The total staff exceeds 1 300. 


The University buildings 


With the exception of the Faculty of Medicine, the 
University will eventually be located at the Linnanmaa 
site, situated 5 kilometres north of the city centre and 
comprising an area of 250 hectares. In planning this area 
the aim has been to make the premises of the various 
faculties and departments into a coherent whole, without 
any borderlines between the various departments. Those 
having most in common will be placed closest together, 
and all the departments will be interconnected. The aim 
is to form a functional unit so that changing requirements 
may be taken into account as each phase in the building 
is contemplated, while also allowing space for possible 
extensions in the future. The layout is based on an 
internal pedestrian way linking all the departments and 
facilities, the latter including shops, cafeterias, restaurants, 
common rooms and exhibition rooms. The large public 
spaces, such as lecture rooms, libraries main auditorium, 
and the administrative and students union premises 
open directly onto this thoroughfare. The department 
premises run off on either side, with the areas in most 
demand, such as classrooms for practical work, laboratories 
for elementary courses etc., on the first floor closest 
to the central corridors, the experimental sections and 
workshops on the periphery, and the research facilities 
and staff offices situated in quieter areas on the upper 
floors. 


The site at Kontinkangas, situated two kilometres east 
of the city centre and comprising 57 hectares, includes 
the buildings for the theoretical departments of the 
Faculty of Medicine, the Institute of Dentistry, and the 
Oulu University Central Hospital. The Hospital houses 
the clinics of the Faculty of Medicine, but it is not in 
itself part of the University, being a separate organization 
formed by the local authorities of the region together 
with the University. It forms a centre for advanced 
medical care for the whole of Northern Finland. The 
Institute of Dentistry includes dental clinics, and is run 
by the University. 


Linnanmaa site. 


The shape of the department buildings and the proximity 
of the departments and lecture halls observe the principle 
of flexibility and functional independence for the depart- 
ments. The most important common areas, such as the 
administrative offices, the medical library and the main 
auditorium are all placed around a large entrance hall. 
Each of the six departments operates in its own wing, 
and is grouped around a smaller lecture hall. 


The first building of the University was completed at 
Kontinkangas in 1971, and all the departments will be 
housed in modern premises by the end of the 1980’s, 
when the Linnanmaa project will be completed. The total 
volume of the buildings, excluding the University Central 
Hospital and students’ residences, will be about 800 000 
cubic metres. 


The planning and co-ordinating organ for the construction 
of the University buildings since 1966 has been the Oulu 
University Building Commission, appointed by the 
Government. In addition to general planning work, its 
task has been to act as an intermediary between the 
Ministry of Education, the contractors, those using the 
buildings, and the actual planners. The commission 
works in sections, making use of consultants to solve 
specialized problems in each area. 


—<<— The large auditorium of the Faculty of Medicine from the outside. 
—<<— The Entrance Hall of the Faculty of Medicine. 


One of the inner courtyards of the Linnanmaa campus. —_— 


FIELDS OF STUDY 


FACULTY OF 
HUMANITIES 


FACULTY OF 
EDUCATION 


FACULTY OF 
SCIENCES 


Economics 

English philology 

Finnish language 

General history 

German philology 

History of ideas and learning 
Lappish language and culture 
Literature 

Phonetics 

Scandinavian philology 
Sosiology 


Didactics 
Education 
Psychology 
Social science 


Biochemistry 


Physical sciences 

molecular physics 

space physics 

biophysics and applied biophysics 
solid earth and applied geophysics 
theoretical physics 

astronomy 


Geology 

geology and mineralogy, 
especially Precambrian geology 
surficial geology, 

especially quaternary geology 


Chemistry 

physical chemistry 

inorganic chemistry 

organic chemistry 

structure elucidation in chemistry 


Mathematical sciences 

theory of automata and formal 
languages 

functional analysis 

differential geometry and 
functional analysis 

applied mathematics and statistics 


FACULTY OF 
MEDICINE 


Biological sciences 

zoology; morphology and terrestrial 
ecology 

zoophysiology and histology 

botany; ecology including geobotany 
plant physiology including anatomy 
genetics 


Geography 
geography 
human geography and planning 


Data processing science 


Medicine 

anaesthesiology 

anatomy and cell biology 
clinical chemistry 

clinical microbiology and immunology 
dermatology and veneral diseases 
diagnostic radiology 
forensic medicine 

internal medicine 

medical biochemistry 
medical physics 

neurology 

neurosurgery 

obstetrics and gynaecology 
ophthalmology 
oto-rhino-laryngology 
paediatrics 

pathology 

pharmacology 

physiology 

psychiatry 

public health 

radiotherapy and oncology 
surgery 


Dentistry 
cariology 

dental radiology 
oral surgery 
orthodontics 
parodontology 
prosthodontics 


FACULTY OF 
TECHONOLOGY 


Architecture 

history of architecture 
contemporary architecture 
building science 

town and country planning 


Mechanical Engineering 
machine construction 
machine design 
mechanical technology 
physical metallurgy 
engineering mechanics 
precision engineering 


Process Engineering 

chemical processes 

heat and mass transfer processes 
mechanical processes 

process control engineering 
control and systems engineering 
industrial economics 


Civil Engineering 

structural engineering and building 
constructions 

construction economy and management 
road and traffic engineering 

soil mechanics and foundations 
engineering 

water supply and sanitary engineering, 
resources engineering 


Electrical Engineering 
electronics 

computer engineering 
microelectronics 
measurement technology 
physics of materials 
telecommunications 


Applied Mathematics 
Mathematics 


Work science 
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